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TAXIS — ON-DEMAND TAXIS 
40. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s commitment to treat with respect and fairness those small businesses and 
mums and dads who bought taxi plates in a regulated market. I refer also to the member for Carine’s comments in 
this place on Thursday, 8 September 2016 — 

I thought a levy sounds like a good idea. It is a good way to … be able to compensate people appropriately. 
… 
We need this levy. 

Can the minister advise the house why reforms to on-demand transport are important to these small businesses; 
and how will these reforms deliver fairness to mums and dads? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Balcatta for that question and for his deep interest in giving small businesspeople a fair go 
in WA. We are now seeing the opposition’s policy black hole. It had no policies in government and it has sunk 
deeper into that policy black hole in opposition. This is a political party whose main attack yesterday was the use 
of the word “I” rather than “we”. That is the policy analysis being undertaken by the opposition. 

Look at its stance on taxi reform. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yesterday the Leader of the Opposition said he would not back our taxi reform, which gives 
some fairness to small business operators in this state. I want to refer — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I want to refer to the former member for Jandakot’s analysis of the state election loss, and in 
particular the treatment of taxi plate owners in this state. He was reported in The West Australian of 14 March 
2017 as saying — 

“Mums and dads who borrowed against their mortgages to buy taxi plates from the Government in 
a regulated industry. Regardless of what you might think about the taxi industry or Uber, it was 
a regulated industry when they borrowed money. We should apologise for how we treated them.” 

That is what the former member for Jandakot said. What did the member for Carine say? He said — 

I thought a levy sounds like a good idea. It is a good way to get some money back into the system and 
then be able to compensate people appropriately. 

… 

We need this levy. 

That is what the member for Carine said. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Member for South Perth — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: — what did you promise those operators who came into your office? What did you tell them? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: We promised them nothing. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Do you want to finish question time now? Members, when I am on my feet, it is silence from 
both sides of the house. I am not going to put up with it. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In the first question today, the Leader of the Opposition asked: why are you not sticking up 
for marginalised people? He is out there treating taxi plate owners, the mums and dads who invested in WA, 
poorly. That is what he has done. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, you listen. I know what happened. You had members who promised plate owners that 
they would support a compensation package. I know that. Bill Marmion, the member for Nedlands, said in 2016 — 

I am keen to look at a further taxi assistance package. We are looking at that now; there are a number of 
options. 

He went on to say that one option is a levy. 

The member for Bateman said — 

… we will consider introducing another scheme to potentially allow for a levy and buybacks or other 
types of schemes.  

That is what they were talking about. Now they are leaving small business owners in the lurch. They have ignored 
small business people. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I have warned you and warned you. You are on your third strike. Next 
time, you are going home. Your job is to keep the government honest, but all you are doing is making a fool of 
yourself. I call you to order for the third time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They have let down small business operators in this state. That is what they have done. The 
former member for Jandakot was right. 

Now we see the entrance of a new candidate, Mr David Honey. His current job title is, as I understand, global 
manager of residue. He would fit perfectly in this Parliament, because he can manage the residue of the 
Liberal Party that is left on the opposite side. 
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